
Written By Louie Marsh 
Edited by Liz Kinsey 

Some Significant Dates To Remember 
 
 
 
2nd Day of Fasting & Prayer - Monday December 10th 

Prayer Service - 6:30 AM 
Prayer Service - 6:30 PM 



When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the 

light of life." John 8:12 (NIV)  

We live for the One, we die for the One. 
 - The Ranger Creed, Babylon 5 

Say what you will about Him, believe what you want, but one thing’s for 
sure, Jesus never shied away from making bold claims. The one above 
is one of His boldest! 

By claiming He is the light of the world, Jesus is making a dramatic 
statement about all reality, not just spiritual reality. Probably the most 
famous equation is E=MC2 . Einstein used this formula to tell us that 
energy, light and matter all really forms of the same thing. They are 
convertible and interchangeable.  

When God called light into existence He was calling for the building 
blocks from which we are formed. When Jesus said He was the light of 
the world He was claiming to be the source of the universe.  The Son is 
the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, 
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 
heaven. Hebrews 1:3 (NIV)  

Wow! This source of all that is, this incredible being who holds 
everything together by the power of his Word, this is the one who died 
on the cross for me! I am set free and can live eternally because the 
universes creator lights the way for me through his sacrifice of love. If 
that doesn’t amaze you, then perhaps you need to read what I just 
wrote again! 

Jesus is my creator, my sustainer, my Savior, my Lord, my guide, my 
healer, my helper, my teacher - in short Jesus is my all! That’s what this 
famous statement really means. Jesus shouldn’t be first in a large field 
of competitors. He should stand alone in the center of my soul as the 
very reason for my existence, the motivation for my ministry and all I do, 
and real, true, and eternal love of my life. 

He is the one! We must live and die and live again just for Him. When 
we do, that’s when life truly begins! 
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 � �� �� 
 � �
Who do I really live for? Who would I willingly die for? Am I 
honestly living for Jesus? Or perhaps someone or something else 
actually holds the throne of my heart. 
 
Would I willingly, even joyfully, die for Jesus? If so, then I should 
be dying to self and living for Him every day! Write about it. 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

� � � � � � � �� � �� � �� 
 � �� � � � �

� 
 �� �� � �� � �� 
 � � �
Who do I know who needs the light of Jesus in their life? Am I praying 
for them?  Am I doing what I can to be a good witness in both word and 
deed? How can I shine some light on them this week? 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 



While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." John 9:5 (NIV)  

"You are the light of the world...Matthew 5:14a (NIV)  

It's the cracked ones who let the light into the world. 
 -- 1989 indie sci-fi movie SPLIT  

I suppose if you were looking for some contradictions in the Bible, you 
might latch onto the fact that Jesus said He was light and that we are 
the light. 

So do you have two lights or what? Actually we have one source of 
light and many reflectors! 

Jesus makes it clear in John 9 that He’s the light as long as He’s in the 
world! But as you may have noticed, His physical presence is gone 
now. It left over 2000 years ago when He bodily ascended into heaven 
in plain view of His Apostles. 

So where does that leave us? Not without light, for as Jesus also said 
His disciples are the light of the world! 

The only reason believers can be the light of the world is because of the 
presence of Jesus in their lives.  It’s His love and His power and His 
grace and His truth that shine out of us into the darkness around us.  As 
the sun’s light reflects off the moon to light the night, so through us 
comes  the sacrificial love of Christ. 

He showed that love through out His entire time on earth, especially on 
the cross. Now His body is gone, but He remains shining into the world 
through His church, The Body of Christ! 

One look around you, and especially in the mirror might make you 
wonder about that. How can this motley crew of Christians possibly be 
the light of the world?  Because the cracked people really do let light in, 
or as Paul said: 

But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 1 Corinthians 
1:27 (NIV)  

� 
 � ��� �� � � ��	 �� 
 � �� 
 � �� � �� � �� � � � �
I may be a cracked pot, but I’m one that called and used by Jesus! 
That’s an amazing deal, and I’ll gladly take it! Do you see yourself 
as being a reflector of God’s love to the world around you? How 
bright of a reflector do you think you are? 
 
Write about it below: 
________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

� � � � � � � �� � �� � �� 
 � �� � � � �
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 �� �� � �� � �� 
 � � �
How can I light up the darkness around me a little bit more this week? 
What is God calling me to do? What unused opportunities are available 
that I can seize and use to light up the night with the love of Jesus 
Christ? 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 



For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as 
children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 

righteousness and truth) Ephesians 5:8-9 (NIV)  

Light is but the shadow of God. - Sir Thomas Browne 
 
It’s interesting to see how beautiful the Bible is. The idea that God is 
light, that we are light, and that light can bear fruit, is incredible. When 
you stop to think about it for a moment it’s also right on target. 

Every plant that bears fruit depends in light to do so, with no light you’d 
have no physical fruit anywhere! We’d all end up starving because light 
is necessary for things to grow. 

As is often true the physical is an echo of the spiritual. We are 
incapable of growing spiritually, and cannot bear any spiritual fruit 
without being filled with and guided by the Light of World, Jesus. 

Once we start following Him we find that the light begins to bear fruit in 
our lives. Paul lists three of those fruit with the first one being goodness. 
The word Paul used is agathos. According to Vines it  describes that 
which, being "good" in its character or constitution, is beneficial in its 
effect. 

So one of the first impacts the light has on my life to help grow some 
goodness in my life. This isn’t the kind of goodness the world talks 
about. Today we are constantly told that what we believe about God 
and morality is a private thing and should be kept that way. 

Not according to God! His Word tells us that goodness cannot be kept 
within ourselves!  If I have goodness in my heart then it has  to impact 
those around me in a beneficial way. If I’m living as a disciple of light  
then that light cannot help but spread around whatever place I find 
myself. 

That’s true of physical light, it wants to go everywhere, and so does the 
light of the presence of Christ in our lives as well. The fruit of light is 
part of the character of Jesus. The more Jesus we have in our hearts, 
the more we’ll help others simply by being in their presence! They’ll feel 
the love and grace of Jesus, and we’ll be able to minister to them in a 
new way, all because we’re children of the Light! 

� � � ��� �� �� 
 � �	 �� � 
 ��  �! � � � � � 	 	 �
Jesus said, “ No one is good - except God alone.”  (Mark 10:18) 
Therefore any good in me must come from God, not me.  Reflect 
on if and how the goodness of God is growing in your life. Is it 
growing? Where is it growing? How is that happening? And where 
do you think it’s taking you? 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

� � � � � � � �� � �� � �� 
 � �� � � � �

� 
 �� �� � �� � �� 
 � � �
Can you see an area where the goodness of God needs to increase in 
your life? Are you aware of people around you who need to be touched 
and changed by that goodness flowing from God through you and into 
their lives?  
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 



Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 
righteousness and truth) Ephesians 5:8b-9 (NIV)  

filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to 
the glory and praise of God. Philippians 1:11 (NIV)  

Do you think you could accurately define righteousness if your life 
depended on it? If you are an average American Christian - probably 
not. Here’s a brief definition: “A righteous stand before God, resulting 
from being clothed in Christ’s righteousness.” In other words, I’m right 
with God, not because of anything I’ve done, but because of what 
Jesus did on the cross and through His resurrection. 

Paul says that’s part of having the light in our lives, and that it results in 
praise and glory of God! Righteousness is not just being right, but living 
right before both God and man. If I’m really allowing the Light to 
permeate my life, then it has to show in what I do and say, and how I do 
and say it. 

Please note this is fruit. Fruit is naturally produced, it’s not the result of 
toil or struggle. It’s the Holy Spirit’s job to gradually, and usually slowly, 
increase all these characteristics in my life.  

You see the analogy of fruit all over the New Testament. It’s not there 
as a call to work harder or to do a better job of following a set of rules. 
Rather it’s a reflection that Jesus is alive - and life always produces 
fruit! 

Always. 

God designed the universe in such a way that life always produces 
more life. If that’s not happening in me it’s a sign that something’s 
wrong. Healthy people, plants and animals always reproduce 
themselves. That’s true spiritually too. 

Too much of Christianity seems to be forced and even artificial, instead 
of natural and fruitful. Living as Light and Shining Bright ought to be a 
natural response to the presence, power and person of Jesus in our 
lives. Which is not to say we don’t need discipline, we do. But that 
discipline ought to flow out of our love for Jesus, Who is the Light of the 
World! 

� 
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 � �	 �� � 
 ��  �� �� 
 � � � 
 	 � � 	 	 �
Right on!  Are you old enough to remember that one? Well are you? We 
are called to let our light shine and to pour Jesus righteous presence 
into the world around us.  
 
So how are you doing in this area? Are you bearing the fruit of 
righteousness? 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

� � � � � � � �� � �� � �� 
 � �� � � � �

� 
 �� �� � �� � �� 
 � � �
Journal for a moment on where you think God wants your light to shine 
today. Who makes it hard for me to treat them in a righteous manner? 
How can I respond to them in a more Christ-like manner? 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 



Live as children of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 
righteousness and truth) Ephesians 5:8b-9 (NIV)  

Fear grows in darkness; if you think there's a bogeyman around, turn on 
the light. - Dorothy Thompson 

 
I love reading history, at least when it’s well written. If you look back 
through history you see patterns of behavior and beliefs repeated over 
and over again.  One thing you see throughout history is that people 
talk about truth and laud the value of truth. They also tend to live in 
such a way as to deny the very truth they say is so important. 

If there’s one thing true about human beings and truth, it’s that we hate 
and repress the truth as much as we seek and obey it. 

Jesus said He is the truth and the fruit of His presence in our lives is the 
truth. That has a lot of implications in our lives. Here’s just a couple: 

1) Children of Light must be people of truth. We must seek the truth, 
love the truth, obey the truth, live the truth and spread the truth. To do 
all that we can’t be keeping secrets, hiding sins and faults, telling lies or 
half truths in the name of convenience.  

2) Children of Light love and cherish the truth. If we love the truth 
that means it becomes the driving passion of my life. I work hard to find 
it, and then make sure I don’t lose it or confuse it with something else. If 
I love the truth I’m also going to be excited about telling those around 
me about it, because love is something that just can’t be kept to 
yourself. 

3) Children of Light honestly admit their own denial. Everyone lives 
in denial in some areas of their lives. Everyone. If I’m going to be 
truthful and honest, then I have to admit this is true. I don’t have to like 
it of course, and will seek to get rid of as much of it as I can. But the 
bottom line is that this side of heaven, I’m always going to have untruth 
and error in my life. 

I’ll also deny it at least some of the time without God’s help. That’s why 
fellowship; is so important, it helps keep me honest, and lets me help 
others as well. We all need that. Lord, help me seek Your truth today! 

� � �� " � �� �� �� 
 � �	 �� � 
 ��  �� � 
 � 
 �
What is truth? Pilate asked Jesus that question, and it’s a good one. 
How do you answer it? What part does truth play in your life? Are you 
running away from it or towards it? 
 
Remember, Jesus is the truth, so if I want to grow in Him, I’ve got to 
move towards the truth and live in the light. 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

� � � � � � � �� � �� � �� 
 � �� � � � �

� 
 �� �� � �� � �� 
 � � �
Where have I been lying in my life? Who have I been lying too or hiding 
from? How can I be a more honest, truthful follower of Jesus today? 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 



Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather 
expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient 

do in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 
Ephesians 5:11-13 (NIV)  

Just how are we supposed to expose the dark deeds that surround us? 
Is God calling us to become investigative reporters, snooping around 
and preparing some big expose on the secret lives of our friends or 
family? Am I some sort of spiritual spy? Agent 777 or something?  Or, if 
you are more of an action sort of person, perhaps I’m supposed to be a 
Divine Detective, swooping through the night to find and punish evil 
doers? 

Let’s hope not!  

The truth is much simpler. Light by it’s very nature exposes darkness 
and whatever is hiding in it. If you want to discover what’s in a dark 
place, you don’t have to drive away the darkness, you only have to 
bring in the light. The darkness vanishes and all becomes clear 
automatically as the light appears. 

That’s what should happen as we live our lives. Just the presence of 
Jesus in our lives should shine out so powerfully that it bring some 
clarity to those around us.  

Jesus certainly did that. As you read the Gospels you find people 
reacting to Him in ways they didn’t react to anyone else. That’s the type 
of response we should be eliciting from those around us.  Certainly we 
wont have anywhere near as great an impact as Jesus did. After all 
He’s Jesus - and I’m me! 

But we ought to be having some sort of impact! The fact that I can often 
touch the lives of others and leave little or no trace of my having been 
there isn’t a good sign. Actually it’s a sign that something’s not quite 
right in my heart and soul. 

Remember the old movie, It’s a Wonderful Life? Our lives should have 
the sort of impact George’s life did, but in an eternal fashion and not 
just temporal. 

Living as Children of Light really does make life wonderful! 

� " � �� �#$%� 	 �� � �&" � ' �� � � � 	 �
Has God used you to expose dark deeds in your life or the lives of 
others? How do you handle it when they are exposed? Do you keep 
your cool, freak out or what? How did Jesus respond when dark, sinful 
secrets were exposed in the lives of those He dealt with? 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

� � � � � � � �� � �� � �� 
 � �� � � � �

� 
 �� �� � �� � �� 
 � � �
Am I ready for the resentment that often flows from others when their 
darkness is exposed? Am I ready to handle rejection or scorn from 
those I love and am trying to bring to Christ? 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 



 

for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, "Awake, O 
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 

Ephesians 5:14 (ESV)  

The new pope knows that his task is to make the light of Christ shine 
before men and women of world - not his own light, but that of Christ. - 

Pope Benedict XVI 
We’ve spent the week emphasizing how we need to let the light of 
Jesus shine and though our lives. I hope you’ve benefited from it. 
 
But today is Sunday, and so it’s the perfect day to remind all of us that 
unless Jesus shines powerfully upon us, we won’t have anything to 
shine on anyone else! 
 
As you prepare to worship today, prepare your heart to be touch and 
moved by the Light of Christ’s grace and Spirit as you draw near to Him 
today!  This is a day to focus on Him, center on Him and rejoice in all 
He has done for us! 
 
It reminds me of a favorite chorus of mine, Shine Jesus Shine. Here’s a 
few of the words you can use as a prayer to God as you worship Him 
this morning. 
 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence 
From the shadows into your radiance 

By the blood I may enter your brightness 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness 

Shine on me, shine on me 
 

Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father©s glory 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 

Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light 

Amen Lord! Shine on us, awaken us, renew us, commission us to reach 
out once again in this coming week, all for the glory of God! 

� 
 � � " � �� �� � � �� � 	 
 	 �	 
 �� � �� � �� � � �
Write out your prayer requests and Praises to God below, and then 
spend some time taking all of them before the Throne of Grace. 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 

� � � � � � � �� � �� � �� 
 � �� � � � �

� 
 �� �� � �� � �� 
 � � �
Are you ready to have Jesus reveal Himself to you in a new way as you 
worship Him today? Are you ready to be used by Him to encourage a 
brother or sister at church this morning? Well get ready and then get 
going! 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 


