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Some Significant Dates To Remember

1st Day of Fasting & Prayer -

THIS Monday November 12th

Prayer Service - 6:30 AM
Prayer Service - 6:30 PM

2nd Day of Fasting & Prayer - Monday December 10th
Prayer Service - 6:30 AM
Prayer Service - 6:30 PM



While it’s nice to know God wants me to be a living sacrifice, it's
still not easy to lay myself down before Him. What areas are
troubling me the most as | approach the altar? Where is my ego
kicking and screaming the hardest?

| never made a sacrifice. We ought not to talk of 'sacrifice' when we
remember the great sacrifice which He made who left His Father's
throne on high to give Himself up for us. - David Livingstone
The trouble with living sacrifices is they keep wiggling off the altar.
- unknown

Season all your grain offerings with salt. Do not leave the salt of the
covenant of your God out of your grain offerings; add salt to all your
offerings. Leviticus 2:13 (NIV)

You can't escape it, no matter how hard you try. Sacrifice is a part of
being a Salty Christian. But as Livingstone says above, how much do
we really sacrifice?

Not much - no matter how much we may feel otherwise from time to
time. | find it interesting that those who've given the most usually think
they’'ve given little or nothing compared to Christ. While those who've
given very little, who never endured physical persecution or went
hungry for the Gospel, complain about how much they've given.

Happily for us we aren’t called to kill our sacrifices, that would defeat
the whole purpose of God! | appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Romans 12:1 (ESV)

God needs His sacrifices to be living so that we can be salt and light in _
the world! When we die to self we really live, and find much salt within )

ourselves. What can | do today or this week to keep my self, my ego, my old

nature, squarely on the altar of God? What can | do to help make God’s
Grace more real to me today?

Then and only then can we be Salty Christians. Sounds simple, but
there’s one small problem with all this - living sacrifices have a
disturbing tendency to slide right off that altar and go do their own thing!

That's where God’'s Grace comes into the picture. When | remember
that this isn’'t some terrible task God is demanding of me to prove
myself worthy of His love (something I'll never be!) but is instead my
loving, grateful response to what Jesus has done for me - that changes
everything!

Lord, please keep me from wiggling off the altar this week!




Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who
for the joy set before him endured the cross... Hebrews 12:2a (NIV)

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV)

Once we begin to settle the issue of giving ourselves to God, we must
then face the challenge of how to make giving an integral part of every
area of our lives.

This might conjure up visions of big haired television preachers laying
all kinds of manipulative guilt trips on you to separate you from your
money. But that's not what God wants. If you carefully looking through
the New Testament. You'll find one unexpected word that is often
associated with giving - and that word is joy!

Since w are followers of Jesus, it's only right to look to Him as our
example in this regard. Hebrews tells us that He went to the cross
because of “the joy set before him.” Wow! What was so joyful about
dying on the cross, becoming sin and bearing all the righteous wrath of
God?

Nothing actually.

But there was plenty of joy in looking beyond that and seeing the
millions of men and women who would become children of His Father
because of His death, burial and resurrection.

That's why Paul says God loves a cheerful giver. The Greek word
translated cheerful is where our word hilarious comes from. How can |
be hilarious when giving up my hard earned money or some of my very
limited time?

Easy! | can because I'm looking beyond where I'm at and by faith
seeing some of what God will bring from my gift. | give what | choose to
give, and feel the incredible joy of knowing God will use my gifts to
further His Kingdom, and bless hundreds if not thousands of people
because of it!

That's worth a good belly laugh isn't it?

Everyone gives. Sometimes we do it because we have too - like
paying taxes, and sometimes we do it because we want too - like
giving to God or a charity we support.

The question for today isn't if | give, but what's my attitude
towards my giving? Am | joyful about it, or do | begrudge losing
the time, talent and money that I'm giving away.

What kind of attitude do | usually have about giving to God’s
work?

What can | do to bring more joy into my giving? Should | laugh out loud
at church when | put my offering into the bag? Why not? If you don’t
like that one then write down some other things you can do this week to
bring some laughter before the altar of God.




"l ... cool as a cucumber could see The rest of womankind."
John Gay® Poems, New Song on New Similies, 1732:

where "their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.' Everyone

will be salted with fire. Mark 9:48 (NIV)

This verse from Mark is very enigmatic, and has at least 15 different
explanations for it. So if you don't like my take on it, you’'ve got 14 more
to choose from - enjoy!

What struck me as | looked at this verse is that everyone is salted with
fire. If fire represents difficulty, pain or hard times, then | think everyone
would agree everyone gets their fair share of that. Some people seem
to get more than their fair share.

The issue isn’t what you get, it's what you do with it. If I'm a Salty
Christian then I'm going to deal with all these hard times by maintaining
my cool, and being Christ like in the midst of turmoil. That's the kind of
salt every life needs, the ability to not lose your head when everyone
around you is losing theirs!

Jesus certainly modeled that kind of behavior. Remember when He
walked on the water? Everyone freaked out but Him! The night He was
betrayed and arrested all the Apostles freaked out and fled in terror, but
Jesus remained calm as the proverbial cucumber.

| don’t know about you, but | can use a lot more of that kind of salt!

It not only does me good, but everyone around me as well. Emotional
states are catching. Fear can spread through a group in mere
moments, turning a calm crowd into a panicked mob just like that!
Likewise courage can also touch all those around it, calming their fears,
steeling their courage and helping them to do whatever it is that needs
doing.

That's what leaders do in combat situations when they stand up in the
face of enemy fire and cry, “Follow me!” That's what we are called upon
to do as well. Often you don'’t have to say a thing, just do what needs
doing with the cool courage that comes from knowing God is in control,
and | am right in the palm of His almighty hand.

Life is full of the unexpected. We all love it when good things
happen unexpectedly. We call those blessings! But we're not so
thrilled with bad things happen just the same way. We call those
many things, most of which | can’t mention here!

So how are you at handling the unexpected difficulties that come
your way?

What character qualities do you need more of in your life to handle
things in a more Christ like way? What's stopping you from being as
cool as a cucumber in all of life’s hassles?




So select some wise, understanding, and seasoned men from your
tribes, and | will commission them as your leaders."
Deuteronomy 1:13 (MSG)

Most of the people who read this would not pick the word leader to
describe themselves. If you want to see people run, just call them
leaders! They'll come up with all kind of great excuses too!

But here’s the unpleasant truth - every believer is a leader. Like it or
not, believe or not, it's true.

You may not be a leader of a group, or be an Elder or anything like that,
but that doesn’t mean you aren’t a leader. We need to shed our stereo
typical ideas of what a leader is to see this part of what God wants to do
with our lives.

What is a leader anyway? If you are just one step ahead of someone
else - you are a leader! That means that every Christian is in a
leadership position when it comes to every unsaved person in their
lives. You aren’t perfect, you probably don't have the answers to all the
guestions you are asked, and you may not be all that far advanced in
your faith at all.

None of that matters one bit! The real truth is you are either leading
people towards Christ or away from them. Which is it going to be?

If you are saved, you can tell your friends that Jesus died to forgive
them, loves them with an undying love, and that they ought to follow
you in following Jesus! But you'll have to do more than just tell them
that - if you are going to be true to your Salty nature, then you'll be
showing them that as well!

So today I'm challenging you to change both your worldview and your
view of yourself as well. God has saved you to use you, and He can’t
use you to lead others to Christ or to a deeper walk with Him if you
refuse to accept your leadership position!

Most of you will probably never serve on a board, or in some formal
leadership position, but that doesn’t mean you aren'’t a leader. By the
grace of God you have been called into leadership! Will you accept that
call today?

How does it make you feel to be called a leader? Most people get real
uncomfortable when that title is attached to them. But that’s what you
are - you are either leading people towards Christ or away from Him.
Reflect on this reality of the Christian life.

Who me lead? Who in my life needs to be lead to Christ? Am | praying
for them to be saved, inviting them to church and small group? Sharing
the reality of Christ in my own life with them? Write their names down
below and start praying for God to move you into leadership mode with
them today!




So how's your mouth? Most of us could do a little bit better in this area
couldn’t we? Sometimes | say things | shouldn’t, and other times |
refrain from saying what needs to be said.

Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt,
so that you may know how to answer everyone. Colossians 4:6 (NIV)

“Even in our sleep, pain which cannot forget falls drop by drop upon the Which one is your biggest problem? Not speaking, or speaking the
heart, until, in our own despair, against our will, comes wisdom through wrong words? '

the awful grace of God.” - Aeschylus (524-456 BC)

Paul tells us that our speech must be seasoned with the salt of God’s
grace. He says doing this will help us know how to answer people who
ask questions about what Christianity is about.

Paul has something far greater than being nice or PC in mind. He’s less
worried about hurting people’s feelings and more focused on clearly
communicating the Good News to as many people as possible.

We must watch out mouths, not in an attempt to please everyone, but
to make sure what we say is pleasing to God, and helping others grow
closer to Him.

Yesterday we talked about how our actions need to be focused on
being Christ like. Today it's time to look at our mouths.

The power of the tongue is amazing, James tells us that as does our

own experience. I've been hurt by words much more often than I've
been hurt physically.

And the pain from those stinging words often lasts a lot longer too, Write down a few names below, and what kind of graceful words you
sometimes it lasts a lifetime. | know people in their 60’s or older who need to speak to them today or this week.

can still recall the stinging words spoken to them by their parents or
siblings 50 or more years ago.

That's the power of words.

Which is why | quoted old Aeschylus above. He's known as the father
of tragedy, which explain that cheerful quote! But he has an important
point. God’s grace isn't always happiness and light! Often it leads us to
pain and suffering. His free gift of salvation calls all of us into a life of
following Jesus, and suffering as He suffered.

Speaking words of Grace means I'll be speaking the truth in love, not
just words that make people feel good. Again, just like Jesus!



Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others,
faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.
1 Peter 4:10 (NIV)

Everything that can be counted does not necessarily count; everything
that counts cannot necessarily be counted. - Albert Einstein

When American Christians approach ministry we often run smack dab
into a facet of our culture that leads us into trouble. We are a bottom
line culture. Our businesses tend to focus very tightly on how much is
produced, how fast are things done, and of course how much money
was made.

This focus on the bottom line can be very helpful. It can keep us from
pouring ourselves and our resources into ministries that are fruitless
wastes of time.

But focus can easily mutate into obsession, and that’s never good.
Being obsessed with anything throws us off balance and makes some
thing to replace Christ in the center of our hearts. That's when our
pursuit of doing good produces bad things, because we’ve allowed our
culture to drive us instead of God and His purposes.

Far be it from me to discourage anyone from doing anything good. But
how you carry out your service to God is just as important as what you
do for Him. Finding God’s will, or His plan for my life is great, but if |
don't serve God in love and through the power of His Spirit, then all my
work is in vain.

We need to do something very countercultural, and that is to just stop!
Stop doing, stop working and stop producing. We need to take a little
time to start praying, reflecting, consulting with others wiser than we
are, to make sure how we’re doing what we’re doing is consistent with
the Spirit and grace of God.

You can't always see a bad attitude, or a carnal spirit, But they are just
as real as anything you can touch. What really counts in serving God is
what can't be easily counted. In the end, God alone will make that call.

It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each
man's work. 1 Corinthians 3:13b (NIV)

Spend some time today reflecting if you've gotten carried away with
what over how. Where do you need to address this in your life? Are you
being salt at work, at home, in your ministry? Think about it, then write
about it.

So what exactly do | need to change about how | do what | do? Write
down some specific traits, and then make a plan to work on them!
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"Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty
again? It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.
"He who has ears to hear, let him hear." Luke 14:34-35 (NIV)

"Character, in the long run, is the decisive factor in the life of an
individual and of nations alike."
— Theodore Roosevelt

Flavoring my life with grace is important because, in the final analysis, it
reveals just who and what | am. When you strip away everything from a
man or woman what do you have left?

Their character, that's what.

If I lose my character, then as Jesus said in the lead quote, like
savorless salt, I'm in big trouble! I'm useless and only good for the trash
pile! I don’t mean the recycle bin, either - you can’t recycle savorless
salt. It's completely worthless and irredeemable, by any human means.

Of course, there’s always hope in Christ. Even if | abandon my
character, | can have my life and soul rebuilt by the grace of God!

Our task as salty Christians is to make sure we don't just retain our
character, but allow it to be changed every day to become more like the
character of Christ. We salt other people’s lives in order to help grow
their character to become more Christ-like.

The Holy Spirit is constantly chipping away at all the things that encrust
our souls so that our real character can be revealed. Once the truth is
revealed, we can deal with it. When we find ourselves on the right track,
it calls for further growth and encouragement.

However, when sin or self is revealed, those soul-deep character
wounds can be healed through the ministry of the Holy Spirit as He
seeks to grow His fruit in our lives. The Fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23)
is nothing less than the character of Christ. As this fruit grows within us,
our character takes on the likeness of Christ.

So how's your character today? As you worship this morning, pray that
the Spirit will do a big reveal to you about what your character is really
like, so that healing, change, and growth can begin.

Can | take it? Can | really handle the truth?

| had better be able to because this is a big part of the Spirit’s
ministry in my life. He wants to reveal to me the truth of who and
what | really am, so that I'll be set free from my delusions about
myself and be able to deal with what’s real.

Who do you think you really are?

How can | prepare myself to accept the truth and not be discouraged by
it? What can | do today and the rest of this week to grow my character
to be more like Christ's?




